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News Release P168/18e  

April 12, 2018 

Force Majeure for ecoflex® and ecovio® lifted 

 Remaining contaminations removed 

 Inventories still low 
 

On April 3, 2018, BASF was able to remove the remaining amounts of contamination 

from the ecoflex plant. The contamination has led to a longer plant shut down and 

declaration of Force Majeure for the products ecoflex® and ecovio® last fall. BASF 

now lifts the Force Majeure for these two products with immediate effect.  As 

inventory levels are still very low, incoming orders cannot be fulfilled at the 

requested time in every case. 

On October 13, 2017, BASF detected a technical flaw in the ecoflex plant at its 

Ludwigshafen site. Due to a defect in the heating circuit of the plant, a small amount 

of a thermal oil has entered the production process. To repair the defect, the plant 

was shut down. In addition to ecoflex®, the derived product ecovio® was also 

impacted. For this reason, BASF declared Force Majeure for the compostable bio-

plastics ecoflex® and ecovio®.   

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 
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Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of 

€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London 

(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 
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