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News Release

BASF inaugurates new Catalyst Development and Solids
Processing Center in Ludwigshafen

B Expansion of global catalyst development activities
m Strengthens R&D footprint in Ludwigshafen

¥ High double-digit million-euro investment figure

BASF officially opened its new Catalyst Development and Solids Processing Center
in Ludwigshafen, Germany, on December 12, 2024. This research facility will serve
as a hub for pilot-scale synthesis of chemical catalysts, enabling BASF to offer its
global customers faster access to innovative technologies. This pilot plant will also

be of central importance for the development of new solids processing technologies.

“With cutting-edge process equipment, our new Catalyst Development and Solids
Processing Center enables BASF to conduct more focused and rapid development
of innovative catalyst and process technologies, which we and our customers
urgently need for the green transformation,” said Dr. Helmut Winterling, President
Group Research at BASF. “It is also an important investment in the future of our

research and development activities at the Ludwigshafen site.”

Catalysts play a key role in industrial chemistry. More than
80 percent of all chemical products come into contact with a catalyst at least once
during their production. Catalysts reduce the energy demand and the amount of
undesired by-products. Thereby, they minimize raw material consumption and
shrink the carbon footprint of products. Catalysts are used in many areas, including

the chemical and petrochemical industries, as well as in innovative processes
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essential for the green transformation. BASF not only develops catalyst and process
technologies for its customers worldwide, it also uses them in its own manufacturing

plants.

At the new Center, BASF will develop and optimize innovative process technologies
and catalysis processes. “The technical capabilities of the new research facility will
strengthen our innovative power and improve our competitiveness in a global market
environment,” said Dr. Detlef Ruff, Senior Vice President Process Catalysts at
BASF. “This new center offers us the ideal conditions to transition lab-developed
catalysts to production scale. It will enable us to provide our customers with high-
quality pilot samples of new catalysts. We can thus react more flexibly to the needs
of the market and supply innovative technological solutions faster — a crucial factor

in successfully launching new products.”

BASF constructed the new Center within three years to replace an older building.
The new building has state-of-the-art safety features and is equipped with numerous
new technologies for R&D activities. In total, the company invested a high double-
digit million-euro figure in the new Catalyst Development and Solids Processing
Center.

About BASF

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with
environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF Group
contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world.
Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface
Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €68.9 billion in
2023. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary

Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.
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