
 

News Release 
 

 

New MD for BASF in the UK & Ireland 

BASF has appointed Richard John Carter to head its operations in the UK 

and Ireland. 

 

Richard is Vice President, now in charge of BASF’s UK/Ireland Unit, and 

Managing Director of BASF companies in the UK and Ireland. 

 

He was born in Yorkshire, but until now has spent all of his 31-year career 

in the chemical industry outside the UK. 

 

He studied Economics and Business Administration at Middlesex 

University, Stockholm School of Economics in Sweden, Fachhochschule 

Reutlingen in Germany and the Manchester Business School. 

 

After three years with Bayer in Germany and Taiwan, he joined BASF in 

1988 as a Product Manager for Fine Chemicals in Germany. He 

subsequently worked as a Project Manager in Malaysia, a Marketing/Sales 

Manager for Chemical Intermediates in Germany, and Managing Director of 

BASF in Portugal, followed by procurement posts in Germany and North 

America. 

 

Since 2008, he has been based in Germany as Vice President, Global Key 

Account Management for BASF’s Home & Personal Care Business in 

Europe & Asia Pacific. 

 

Commercial Director 

Dr Darren Budd has been appointed Commercial Director of the new UK & 

Ireland Country Cluster. 
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Darren, who was born in Taplow in 1967, studied Chemistry at Kingston 

University, and did his doctorate on Transition Metal Complexation of 

Heterocyclic Conducting Polymers. 

 

He was Head of Chemistry at Continu-Fix, before joining BASF in 1996. 

After working as a Technical Sales Representative and later an Account 

Manager for Speciality Chemicals in the UK, he moved to BASF Venture 

Capital Gmbh in Germany as an Investment Manager. 

 

He returned to the UK in 2007 as a Business Manager for Care Chemicals, 

and from 2009 to 2015 he headed BTC, BASF’s distribution company, in 

the UK. 

 

Mark Meier, his predecessor as Commercial Director, has moved to 

Copenhagen as a Vice President and Head of the Country Cluster Nordic 

Baltic. 

 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic 

success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 

112,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our 

customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio 

is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, Functional 

Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales 

of more than €70 billion in 2015. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges 

in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (AN). Further information at 

www.basf.com.    
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