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The European Chemical 
Industry at a crossroad: 

Competitiveness at 
the top of the policy 
agenda
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Our market share of the global market more than halved in 20 years
but Europe is still a net exporter of chemicals
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Evolution of relative market shares
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In a recovering global market, the European chemical production declines 
sharply
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Sources : Eurostat, Cefic

Annual production evolution, in volume
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This crisis is unprecedented in terms of length
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Sources : Eurostat, Etude Advancy pour France chimie
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Capacity utilisation rate of the European chemical sector (%)



We need a comprehensive, integrated industrial policy package
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The Antwerp Declaration calls to support the business case for investments in Europe, to complement the EU Green 
Deal goals and safeguard quality jobs in Europe.
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20 February 2024



From the Antwerp 
Declaration to the new 
European Commission
….



The Letta and the Draghi Reports
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Includes nearly 200 policy proposals 
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Key pillars for the next European Commission

July 2024
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Some of the measures announced  under this pillar

• Reduce administrative burden 
and simplify  legislation 

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable 
prosperity and competitiveness

1

• Implement the Green Deal
• Energy prices, access to clean 

energy, infrastruture
• Industrial Decarb. Accelerator Act

• Chemicals Industry  Package incl 
REACH and PFAS

• Circular Medicines Act  
• Circular Economy Act 

• Public investment to de-risk 
private capital 

• Revision of Public 
Procurement Directive

• European Competitiveness 
Fund  (support IPCEIs)



So, what happens now ?
• Political trends in the EU 

• Geopolitics

• US presidential elections results: impact ? 
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Contact: 
Sylvie Lemoine, Cefic Deputy Director / Industrial Policy
syl@cefic.be

About Cefic

Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Council, founded in 1972, is the voice of large, medium and small chemical companies across Europe, 
which provide 1.1 million jobs and account for 15% of world chemicals production.  Cefic members form one of the most active networks of 
the business community, complemented by partnerships with industry associations representing various sectors in the value chain.  A full list
of our members is available on the Cefic website.
Cefic is an active member of the International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA), which represents
chemical manufacturers and producers all over the world and seeks to strengthen existing cooperation with global organisations such as UNEP 
and the OECD to improve chemicals management worldwide

The European Chemical Industry Council, AISBL – Rue Belliard, 40 - 1040 Brussels – Belgium
Transparency Register n°64879142323-90

Thank you.

mailto:syl@cefic.be
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